BME HOMELESS WORKERS FORUM

SUMMARY OF 6 MAY 2010 AT HLG
1.  Welcome & introductions – A brief photo session took place to add to the website pages.  

2.  Apologies: Sheila Green (Tuntum) 

3.  Present: Peter Gibson (Park House, Framework), Vincent Wilks Ruel Lewis, Beauty Machiwenyika (Gedling Household, Framework), Manjit Rai (Roshni) Farida Khan, Andrina Louis (HLG),Gary Lockhart, Elisha-Marie Tyndale (Foothold Tenancy Support, Framework) Shuguftah Quddoos (Facilitator)  

4.  Get On Up Report & Hilton Event Feedback – Shuguftah

This event took place on 25 March. It was organised by Bright Ideas. The purpose of the report and the event was to explore what support is needed for Nottingham’s Black and Minority Ethnic Voluntary and Community Sector organisations. 
At the event for community organizations who had made a short DVD had the opportunity of it being shown. The groups included the Kamyabi Project, Heri Kwetu, the Nottingham Aghan Association and the Muslim Womens Organisation. 

A summary of the recommendation of the report are attached with these notes. They are challenging recommendations that will have been considered by the One Nottingham Board. The BME Rep on the board is Andrew Campbell. It was agreed that we will invite him to a forum meeting for an update – Andrina agreed to do this. 
City Council – Steve Perry (Housing Policy Officer): Steve has offered to attend the Forum meeting on 6 May. After discussion it was agreed that we would like him to update the Forum on progress of the city’s revised Housing Strategy, the draft action plan and the proposed conversation event. Shuguftah will email him. 

5.  Presentation New Equality Act 2010 – This will come into force in October, having got royal assent on 8 April. There is an easy to read version available at www.equalities.gov.uk. 

6.  Nottingham City Council: Shuguftah fed back that the City’s revised Housing Strategy is not yet available for public. She has spoken with Steve Perry (Housing Policy Officer) who will attend the Forums next meeting to give us an update on this and other related pieces of work. 
7. HLG – related capacity building for BME and Refugee Voluntary and Community Organisations. This successful bid will start in July. There is a part time post being recruited for. An advert was circulated as were details of the new service. These are attached with these notes. 

Claire Grainger (Chief Executive) at HLG will attend the next Forum meeting to tell us more about this new service.

8.  Kurdish Women’s Coffee morning: Manjit is working with others to host this every Tuesday 10-12 at the Sure Start Childrens Centre at the Mary Potter Centre in Hyson Green. A brief discussion followed on how best to outreach to this community. 

9.  Confidential space was held. 

10. Date of next meeting: 17 June at 9.30am at Tuntum. 

