BME HOMELESS WORKERS FORUM

SUMMARY OF 18 MARCH 2010 AT TUNTUM OFFICES

1.  Welcome & introductions – thanks to those who brought food to share. 

2.  Apologies: Caris Henry (Tuntum) 

3.  Present: Manjit Rai (Roshni), Vincent Wilks(Framework), Ruel Lewis 
 (Framework), Victoria Mayman (Notts Housing advice Service) and    
 Shuguftah Quddoos (facilitator) 

4.  Matters Arising: 
Accommodation & Support needs of BME women fleeing domestic violence Report – Shuguftah has emailed Sharon Ayrey who undertook this research to find out how the Joint Commissioning Group responded to this report and the recommendations contained within it. No response had been received. It was agreed to follow this up by phone. 

City Council – Steve Perry (Housing Policy Officer): Steve has offered to attend the Forum meeting on 6 May. After discussion it was agreed that we would like him to update the Forum on progress of the city’s revised Housing Strategy, the draft action plan and the proposed conversation event. Shuguftah will email him. 

5.  Membership: Flyers were distributed. Shuguftah had spoken with Rob Graham (Somerville House – Framework) who was interested in attending. Flyers will be distributed with the minutes for people to email on to others who might like to attend. 

6.  Website: The Forum has a link on the HLG website. This needs to be updated. A draft contents was circulated and amendments discussed. It was felt that the page needed to catch people’s attention, be simple, clear and have photo’s. There will be a camera available at the next meeting to use to do this. Also need a section on ‘what you can bring to the Forum.’ 

Shuguftah to liaise with Sarah (HLG) and Caris (Tuntum) to draft up some web pages for the meeting on 6 May. 
7.  Notts Housing Advice Service: Victoria Mayman 
A DVD called ‘Home’ was shown and this is being taken into secondary schools across the city to raise the issues about homelessness. This advice service is based in city centre at Rodney House, Hounds Gate. They are open every week day (half day only on Wed). Advice can be given by phone or appointment on 0845 2 414 515 
The service is free and impartial. 

The following areas are where advice can be offered; 

· ·        Homelessness, eg, notice to quit 

· ·        Domestic violence 

· ·        Housing benefit 

· ·        Landlord problems 

· ·        Harassment 

8.  Manifesto For the BME Third Sector – Voice 4 Change 
This online survey has 5 key questions which they hope will inform a new manifesto for the new government after the general election to strengthen and support BME communities. 

It can be accessed at www.voice4change-england.co.uk . Please note the closing date for survey responses is April 15th 2010. 
     9.  Get On up: Consult, Involve, and Engage Event on 25 March 
This event will explore best practice in involving and engaging BME voluntary and community sectors in Nottingham.  To book a place contact shazia@brightideasnottingham.co.uk Shuguftah has booked a place and will feed back at the next forum meeting. 

10. Roshni update: As Manjit was present, she updated the Forum on progress. The refuge is due to be closed on 31 July. There are no plans as to where women will be housed after this date yet. Manjit will ask Tanisha to contact Shuguftah to discuss the report and new provision. 

11. Date of Next meeting: Thurs 6 May at 9:30 at HLG
