BME HOMELESS WORKERS FORUM MINUTES 
15 OCTOBER 2009
HELD AT TUNTUM HEAD OFFICE
 

1. Welcome & introductions
2. Apologies: Jackie Boun (NCHA), Kelly Maloney (NCHA), Lorraine Johnson (MST)
3. Present: Vincent Wilks (FHA), Ruel Lewis (FHA), Gary Lockhart (FHA), Lucy Higgins, Dorothy Makururu, Shuguftah Quddoos

4. Matters Arising: 
BME Housing Inquiry ‘Ask what’s possible, not what’s wrong’ report ; Shuguftah reminded members that Steve Perry and Graham DeMax will be attending the Forum meeting on 19 Nov to provide an update on the new revised housing strategy and the annual SP plans, in particular where the priorities are for BAME  (Black Asian Minority Ethnic) communities.
Forum Flyer: Vincent has placed this on the FHA electronic notice board for all staff for Oct issue. Shuguftah has arranged a meeting with Tuntum for 3 Nov to discuss their representation at the Forum.
5. Recruitment, retention & development of BAME staff
A discussion followed the proposal that was circulated with the agenda that a series of lunchtime road shows take place at the central offices of the 5 large organisations as well as at HLG to seek the views of BAME staff in more depth using the questions as a basis. There was wide felt support for this proposal.
Members felt that workers would be more honest in a room than at a computer completing a questionnaire, as there is a risk that colleagues may have access or see the computer screen. There exists a fear amongst workers of making waves that may have ramifications later. The road shows need to have clear ground rules to ensure that workers feel comfortable.
6. HLG website:
Shuguftah explained that new website is up and running. The Forum has a page on the website and HLG want to know what should go on it.

Forum achievements

Dates of meetings 

Shuguftah’s contact details
At the next meeting at HLG, there will be an opportunity to take a look at the website and we can add other suggestions.
7. Black History Month Event: Mental Health & Women’s services on 22 October from 6 – 9pm at Baptist Church on corner of Sherwood Rise
If you are interested in attending, email Jackie Boun at dalestreet@betterlives.co.uk
 8. Shelter – Notts Housing Advice Service
They have produced a new DVD entitled ‘Home’ which they want to show at different places. It was agreed to invite them to the meeting on 7 Jan.
9. Confidential Space was held

10. Date of next meeting: 19 November at HLG at 9.30am
