BME HOMELESS WORKERS FORUM MINUTES
17TH NOVEMBER 2009

1.

Welcome & Introductions

2.  

Apologies:  Karen H (Tuntum)
3.

Present: Farida Khan (HLG), Wendy Shah (Tuntum), Vincent Wilks 

(FHA), Ruel Lewis (FHA), Marcia Daley (FHA), Tray Hall (Tumtum), 

Jackie Bown (NCHA), Shuguftah Quddoos (Facilitator) 
4.   
Matters Arising: 



Background to Forum – Shuguftah shared this as this was the first meeting 
for Farida and Wendy. Terms of reference were given out.

5.    
BME Domestic Violence Consultation: Sharon Ayrey (Commissioning Officer 
Adult Support – Nottingham City Council) had given her apologies. This is her 
email update response to share with the Forum:

·     The re-run of the survey has now been concluded

·     We have had 30 completed consultations (this is a summary of face to face and postal, however there were more face to face consultations)

·     We have had a really good spread of ethnicities –including travelling women which is very positive and women from a range of African countries)

·     A report will be submitted to the Commissioning Body in December

·     Any information regarding the consultation will be made available once the CB has received the findings

·     The analysis of the SU consultation will be included in the report

·     Thanks for your support & best wishes – Sharon Ayrey 

Discussed this email, members felt that 30 was not a good response rate. Shuguftah asked why no consultation with staff working with BME women survivors of domestic violence had taken place. There was concern that key decisions might be taken in light of the analysis of 30 responses.

It was agreed that Shuguftah would speak with Claire Grainger about the possibility of making the following statement to the Commissioning Body:

‘Having supported the Domestic Violence consultation, the BME workers Forum would like to express its concern about the late stage of engagement with the Forum. There was concern that the views of workers have not been considered as part of the consultation. Key decisions made upon the back of 30 responses, admittedly from a cross section of the BAME communities, may not provide a full picture of needs and support services that will enable such women to be safe and independent.’  
6.    Dates of Future Meetings;
·       7th January 2010 at 9.30am at Tuntum Head Office, Beech Avenue, Nottm
·       18th February 2010 at 9.30am at HLG, 21 Clarendon Street, Nottm
·       25th March at 9.30 Tuntum Head Office, Beech Avenue, Nottm

7.    Feedback on Strategic BAME Priorities Nottingham City Council – Steve Perry                      
       (Policy Officer)

Revised Housing Strategy 2008-11

This was revisited as a result of the economic climate and will be available on the website before Christmas. From the BME Housing Inquiry ‘Ask what Possible, Not What’s Wrong is’ report, (link: http://wwnottinghamcity.gov.uk/Index.aspx?articleid=6285 ) there are BAME priorities within the strategy. There is a commitment to revisit this inquiry again next April. There is not a separate BAME Housing strategy as the inquiry found that although there are subtle differences, there are more commonalities with the general population. e.g., there is a recommendation that there should be more neighbourliness in communities. See attached Update
It was agreed that the Forum will discuss the Revised Housing Strategy at the meeting on 7 January.
Supporting & Improving Community Sustainability & Private Sector Housing in Sneinton 

The council has successfully bid for money to do this project over two years starting in the New Year. Two tenancy Support Workers and Environmental Health Officers will deliver the objectives of the project. It is hoped that if it works well in Sneinton, there may be opportunities to extend it. 

The project aims & objectives are attached as ‘Migration Impacts Fund’
Nottingham Community Volunteering/Intern Programme

The council has applied for funding for this programme from CLG and should have a decision by December on whether it has been successful or not. It is hoped that the programme will work with community volunteers who can support local people and this will then provide them with experience to move into paid employment.

 The Nottingham Plan to 2020

This was launched on 5 October 2009. It is available from One Nottingham on 9150302 or by email at worldclass@onenottingham.org.uk 
 

Private sector Housing Strategy

This is almost complete and should be available early next year. There are clear BAME priorities in this strategy.

 Homelessness data review 2009

This took place in March; however members were not aware of it. There is an action listed here that to ‘Ensure that the Delivery of Homeless Service Provision is Appropriate to all BME Communities – conduct an audit of homelessness in BME communities. Deadline is Oct 2008’
Steve Perry agreed to chase up progress on his action with Antony Dixon’s team and email us a response.

There was a discussion where concerns were raised as to where the particular issues faced by people from the BAME communities were being addressed, i.e. experiences of racism from neighbours. There was concern about when the new strategies/services would have an Equalities Impact Assessment which would explore the negative and positive impacts.

 8.    
HLG Website

Due to lack of time it was not possible to take a look at the website. Shuguftah asked people to take a look at it before the next meeting and we will share ideas as to what can go on the link to the Forum.

 9. 
Tuntum 

Good to have two people from Tuntum present today. Shuguftah is still to meet with Steve White to explore how Tuntum can support the Forum. 

 10. 
Recruitment, Retention & Development of BME Staff – Road Shows 

Proposal 

This has been delayed at the moment. Jackie felt that the Forum should pursue this work. Shuguftah agreed to speak to Claire Grainger.

 11.
Date of next meeting:
 7th January 2010 at 9.30am at Tuntum, Beech Avenue, Nottingham 

   
