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Matters Arising

· An action from last time was that Catherine would circulate information showing all the new contracts/services and who is running them through the VHF. Not everyone has seen this

Action: Catherine to circulate to HFDV list and our other lists
· Catherine contacted Christina Barratt from SP regarding issues with accommodating and advising women with no recourse to public funds. Christina was writing to all the projects but providers feel more discussion is needed as this is now becoming a major day to day issue.
· Providers feel that more assistance needs to be available to deal with the no recourse issue. There are small pots of money around but they go very quickly and it’s not enough.
· Nottingham City has chosen a particular stance but other local authorities haven’t gone down the same route and are assisting these women. There are plenty of examples of other approaches.
Action: Providers to send examples of this to Catherine who will collate and see if this can be taken to SP and discussed further

· The feeling is that Local Authorities need to find funds within their budget to address this issue and that it needs to be consistently funded. This is part of a wider national problem but needs to be looked at at a local level as well.

· Another issue re this is that workers are spending so much time trying to find solutions for these cases and looking at the funding restrictions that it is impacting upon the amount of support time they can give to clients.

New SHINE Service

· Samantha Anderson was unable to make the meeting to give this presentation. The SHINE service is a new Floating Support Service for women living in Nottingham City who are or were at risk from domestic violence and have housing related needs.
Action: Catherine will circulate SHINE leaflet to HFDV mailing list

Housing Strategic Partnership – new Housing Related Support Sub Group

· A number of other Local Authorities have Core Strategy Development Groups (CSDG) but Nottingham City disbanded theirs after the SP 5 year strategy was developed. It was felt that there needed to be something that could replace this group so that there is a place to discuss housing with support issues, pull all the relevant strategies together and be representative of the provider point of view.
· Now that NI 141 and 142 are in the LAA, progress against these targets would fall under the remit of the HRSS
· The HRSS will be responsible for steering the Homeless Strategy development and implementation of action plans. It will also have the opportunity to focus right down on homeless specific issues
· The HRSS is important as service users, providers and stakeholders can feed directly into the HRSS which feeds into the HSP which feeds into One Nottingham.
· The aim is that the HRSS work becomes central to the delivery of housing, support and wellbeing targets for the City Council as a whole.
Meeting with NCH and FIP regarding DV Procedures

· Stuart recently met with FIP around the emergency housing needs for an individual and are about to go through a process with Housing Aid to review the emergency re-housing procedures.
· Stuart would like to invite people with DV experience to come to the meeting with NCH, Housing Aid and Sue Lomax to get their expert opinions. Meeting set for Thursday 13th Nov 10-12 at FIP.

FIP Information

· Group wanted to know if the FIP was still a pilot project. The size of the team has now quadrupled and funding has been extended for another 2 1/2 years.

· The initial criteria for FIP was around anti social behaviour but now FIP has funding from 3 other streams: Child poverty – working closely with MARACs re this

      AOT (Adult Offending Team) – 2x practitioners based as Castle ??????

      Youth Crime Action Plan – working with yp 5-11 years old that are exhibiting 

      offending behaviour

      All these things will now be tackled under the FIP umbrella

· 3 practitioners will be based in each MALT – particularly focusing on families who are in and out of the MALT/CAF process. The MALTs come into play more when the CAF process isn’t working.

· This is not up and running properly yet, but there is a pilot process running in the South of the City.

NCH Inspection Update

· NCH are aiming to get 2 stars so they can release the ‘decent homes’ money. They are part way through the process as documents went to the Audit Commission in September, mystery shopping is underway at the moment and the 3rd phase with the inspectors on site commences on 17th November for 2 weeks

· There will be focus groups looking at areas such as anti social behaviour, partnership working, allocations, repairs etc. 
· NCH will get a draft report and rating by the end of December.

AOB

· A training programme has been put together for NCH staff and will be rolled out between Dec 09 and March 09. This will involve NCH getting training on the voluntary sector in general, floating support, domestic violence, Housing Aid processes etc. The training is being devised and delivered by key partners such as Nottingham CVS, NDVF, Framework, HLG and Housing Aid to name but a few

· The group is happy that this is happening and that people with direct experience of working in these areas are involved in delivering the programme.

· The NCH Housing Service Centre is now open and has a number of services for NCH tenants under one roof including free computer access to bid through Homelink. Most of the group have not heard about this

Action: Catherine to circulate information – will also be an article in the latest edition of ‘Homing In’ newsletter

· Stuart clarified that allocations and rents are now all dealt with centrally. Patch managers are solely looking at tenancy and estate management, trying to build relationships with tenants and in the future will be offering a more home based service.

· Group asked if there is anyone who checks with a client at tenancy sign up that they have HB and CTB in place? Stuart advised that the lettings officer should be checking this at this point. This is not always happening. Stuart agreed to take individual details of cases and look into them if needed.

DATE FOR NEXT MEETING – PROVISIONALLY SET FOR JANUARY 15TH 2009
