BME HOMELESSNESS WORKERS FORUM

MINUTES OF 10 SEPTEMBER 2009
HELD AT TUNTUM HEAD OFFICE

1.    Welcome & introductions
2.    Apologies: None received
3.    Present: Vincent Wilks (Framework), Marcia Daley (Framework), Julie Thomas (HLG), Shareef Sarr (HLG) Laura Gray (Shine), Jacqueline Douglas (MST) Ruel Lewis (Framework) Shuguftah Quddoos (Facilitator)
4.   Matters Arising: 

BME Housing Enquiry: The final report ‘Ask what’s possible, not what’s wrong...’ has 
been presented to the Housing Strategic Partnership and circulated. Shuguftah has 
spoken to Steve Perry (Housing Policy Officer at City Council) who was involved with 
this inquiry. He has agreed to attend the Forum meeting on 19 Nov with his colleague 
Graham Demax to update members on where this report has fed into the new revised 
Housing strategy for the city council and the SP Annual Plans.

Distribution of Forum’s Flyer: This was circulated in the ‘Homing In’ magazine of 
HLG. 
It is on the staff notice board at MST. Jacqueline will ask if it can go in MST’s 
staff newsletter. It has been sent to Framework’s communication dept to put on their 
electronic staff notice board. Shuguftah has left flyers at reception at Tuntum. There is 
still no representation from Tuntum at the Forum. NCHA will be sending a rep to the 
next meeting.

 


Recruitment, Retention & Development of BME staff Research: Due to lack of time 
this will be the main agenda item for the next meeting Forum meeting on 15 October 
where 
the next steps will be considered alongside the final report on the analysis of the 
questionnaire and the proposal to run a series of road shows.

HLG Application pack feedback: Shuguftah, Shareef and Julie all stated that the 
feedback from HLG had been well received. Shuguftah added that anyone is welcome 
to bring leaflets, policies etc for comments to the Forum and to email her should they 
wish to do so.
    5.    BME Domestic Violence Consultation – Sharon Ayrey (Commissioning Officer for 
ASH – city council): Sharon has responsibility for this consultation with BME women 
who have experienced domestic violence. She did a review of the provision of refuge 
accommodation two years ago and the recommendations were approved to move 
towards self contained flats with shared communal spaces. This report is attached with 
the minutes as requested.


Sharon informed the Forum of the decision to decommission the refuge at Roshni next 
March. This consultation will explore whether the needs of BME women can be met 
through this new model of accommodation with support workers with different 
language/cultural skills.


A questionnaire has been designed and is attached for workers to print or complete, 
with a covering letter. Completed questionnaires need to be returned to Sharon by 16 
October.


Sharon is happy to meet women face to face or to take any questions workers may have 
regarding the questionnaire.


What difference will the consultation make to the decision making process?


The findings from the questionnaire will go the Joint Commissioning Group (JCG) in 
November for them to consider. The JCG has Directors from ASH, NHS, Probation and 
others who attend. Their decision could be to support the earlier recommendations or to 
amend them.


Sharon agreed to attend the Forum on 19 Nov to provide feedback.
     6.    Referrals- Dale Street NCHA 


This item was deferred as Jackie Boun was not present at the meeting.

 

     7.  
Any other business: Shuguftah asked if anyone was willing to chair the next meeting. 
Vincent agreed to chair the meeting.

     8. 
Date of next meeting: 15 October at 9.30am at Tuntum


 
